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INTRODUCTION 
 

1. Intense coordination activities were undertaken by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

Vicksburg District, during the conduct of the Yazoo Backwater Area Reformulation study.  The 

following list of items reflects the chronology of events related to this endeavor.  Appropriate 

exhibits are included to illustrate selected significant correspondence and occurrences.  However, 

this is not a comprehensive list of all coordination, contacts, and interaction accomplished during 

this study. 

 

2. At the direction of the Mississippi River Commission, the Vicksburg District undertook even 

a more aggressive public involvement program in 1997, whereby three facilitated workshops 

were conducted to identify measures/features to meet the environmental needs within the 

Backwater area consistent with flood damage reduction.  Their goal was to bring local and 

national environmental groups, state and Federal agencies, local sponsors, and local landowners 

together to reach a consensus regarding the environmental needs and implementable 

measures/features to be included in the recommended plan.  These meetings along with others 

resulted in the second array of alternatives shown in the Main Report.  These meetings concluded 

in late 1997. 

 

3. During 1998, coordination continued between the Mississippi River Commission, the 

Vicksburg District, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, 

local sponsors, and other concerned groups and individuals. 
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4. In 1999, the Mississippi Levee Board requested the Vicksburg District delay the draft report 

3 to 6 months to allow time to gain consensus for an alternative that would provide flood 

protection to the South Delta and enhance the environmental resources of the area.  This 

consensus committee met numerous times in 1999 and was comprised of local and national 

environmental groups, state and Federal agencies, and local economic groups.  This coordination 

is summarized in Attachment 1. 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF EVENTS 

 

5. The following is a list of chronological events related to coordination. 

 

a. Scoping meeting held in Rolling Fork, Mississippi, 30 November 1993. 

 

b. Letter from John Phillips to Vicksburg District, 15 December 1993, giving support for 

the pumps at Steele Bayou. 

 

c. Letter from Claiborne Adcock to Vicksburg District, 2 January 1994, requesting flood 

relief from headwater flooding along the Sunflower River. 

 

d. Letter from U.S. Forest Service to Vicksburg District, 10 January 1994, requesting 

additional information on impacts a project might have on the Delta National Forest. 

 

e. Letter from Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to Vicksburg 

District, 14 January 1994, expressing concerns the project impacts might have on the fisheries in 

the area. 
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f. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 

4 December 1996, requesting the Corps discontinue further review of the levee alternative as part 

of the Yazoo Backwater project. 

 

g. Letter from Mississippi Wildlife Federation to President, Mississippi River Commission, 

28 April 1997, requesting the Corps delay facilitated meetings on Yazoo Backwater pumps 

project until a Draft Environmental Impact Statement can be distributed. 

 

h. Outline of facilitated environmental workshops. 

 

i. Letter from Solutions, Inc., to various Federal, state, and local agencies and 

environmental groups. 

 

j. List of participants for workshop no. 1, 6 May 1997. 

 

k. Letter from Vicksburg District to various Federal, state, local agencies, and 

environmental groups, providing information packets requested at the workshops. 

 

l. Letter to Environmental Protection Agency from Vicksburg District, 21 May 1997, 

accepting a request from the Environmental Protection Agency to brief the project in Atlanta. 

 

m. Letter to Vicksburg District from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 27 May 1997, 

requesting they be involved more in the planning process of the Yazoo Backwater reformulation 

study. 

 

n. Summary from workshop no. 3 held in Vicksburg on 29 May 1997. 

 

o. Letter from Delta Land Trust to Vicksburg District, 12 June 1997, commenting on 

workshops and information packets. 
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p. Letter from Vicksburg District to various Federal, state, local agencies, and 

environmental groups, 8 July 1997, inviting them to briefings and discussions on the Yazoo 

Backwater reformulation. 

 

q. Letters from Environmental Protection Agency to Vicksburg District, 14 July 1997, 

inviting the Corps to attend meeting with Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service to discuss nonstructural strategy for flood damage reduction in the Yazoo 

Backwater Area. 

 

r. Meeting agenda and attendees list for 7 August 1997 Yazoo Backwater Area 

reformulation meeting. 

 

s. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 

10 October 1997, requesting representatives from Department of Environmental Quality and the 

Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks be added to the evaluation team. 

 

t. Agenda for 23 October 1997 nonstructural economic analysis meeting. 

 

u. Letter from Vicksburg District to Delta Land Trust, 28 October 1997, scheduling a 

meeting with Delta Land Trust on 5 November 1997 to discuss nonstructural approach flood 

damage reduction. 

 

v. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 

21 November 1997, expressing concerns on damages considered to catfish industry in the 

economic analysis of the Yazoo Backwater Area reformulation. 

 

w. Letter from Delta Land Trust to Vicksburg District, 19 February 1998, discussing 

agricultural intensification benefits. 
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x. Yazoo Backwater meeting agenda, 7 July 1998. 

 

y. Letter from Delta Council to U.S. Senator Trent Lott, providing letters from Vicksburg 

District and Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

z. Agendas for Yazoo Backwater Area reformulation meetings held 31 August, 

4 September, 21 September, and 9 December 1998. 

 

aa. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 18 March 

1998, requesting the Corps delay the draft report 3 to 6 months and inviting the Corps to the 

initial "consensus meeting." 

 

bb. Letter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to Vicksburg District, 22 March 1999, 

discussing different combined structural/nonstructural plans. 

 

cc. Letter from Vicksburg District to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 26 April 1999, 

responding to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's letter of 22 March 1999, discussing different 

combined structural/nonstructural plans. 

 

dd. Letter from Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund to Vicksburg District, 20 July 1999, raising 

concerns of the proposed Yazoo Backwater reformulation project. 

 

ee. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act - Planning Aid Report on the Yazoo Backwater Area 

Project, September 1999. 

 

ff. Memorandum for Commander, Mississippi Valley Division, 4 January 2000, subject:  

Yazoo Backwater Project, MS - Nonstructural Measures, from Deputy Commander for Civil 

Works. 

 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Title Page
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Chronological List of Events
	a. Scoping meeting held in Rolling Fork, Mississippi, 30 November 1993
	b. Letter from John Phillips to Vicksburg District, 15 December 1993, giving support for the pumps at Steele Bayou
	c. Letter from Claiborne Adcock to Vicksburg District, 2 January 1994
	d. Letter from U.S. Forest Service to Vicksburg District, 10 January 1994
	e. Letter from Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to Vicksburg District, 14 January 1994
	f. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 4 December 1996
	g. Letter from Mississippi Wildlife Federation to President, Mississippi River Commission, 28 April 1997
	h. Outline of facilitated environmental workshops
	i. Letter from Solutions, Inc., to various Federal, state, and local agencies and environmental groups
	j. List of participants for workshop no. 1, 6 May 1997
	k. Letter from Vicksburg District to various Federal, state, local agencies, and environmental groups
	l. Letter to Environmental Protection Agency from Vicksburg District, 21 May 1997,
	m. Letter to Vicksburg District from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 27 May 1997
	n. Summary from workshop no. 3 held in Vicksburg on 29 May 1997
	o. Letter from Delta Land Trust to Vicksburg District, 12 June 1997
	p. Letter from Vicksburg District to various Federal, state, local agencies, and environmental groups, 8 July 1997
	q. Letters from Environmental Protection Agency to Vicksburg District, 14 July 1997
	r. Meeting agenda and attendees list for 7 August 1997 Yazoo Backwater Area reformulation meeting
	s. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 10 October 1997
	t. Agenda for 23 October 1997 nonstructural economic analysis meeting
	u. Letter from Vicksburg District to Delta Land Trust, 28 October 1997
	v. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 21 November 1997
	w. Letter from Delta Land Trust to Vicksburg District, 19 February 1998, discussing agricultural intensification benefits
	x. Yazoo Backwater meeting agenda, 7 July 1998
	y. Letter from Delta Council to U.S. Senator Trent Lott
	z. Agendas for Yazoo Backwater Area reformulation meetings held 31 August, 4 September, 21 September, and 9 December 1998
	aa. Letter from Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners to Vicksburg District, 18 March 1998
	bb. Letter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to Vicksburg District, 22 March 1999
	cc. Letter from Vicksburg District to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 26 April 1999
	dd. Letter from Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund to Vicksburg District, 20 July 1999
	ee. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act - Planning Aid Report on the Yazoo Backwater Area Project, September 1999
	ff. Memorandum for Commander, Mississippi Valley Division, 4 January 2000

	Attachments
	1 Report On Activities of the Consensus Building Group
	2 Statement of Technical and Legal Review


